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have unto yOu, the Ay poltle to exhort 71 imabhy 
\g duties; The firft is, That he Would be 
Lord C brif 
ted fyim, td Make hes 


T ne 


The 


Spey 


ol bon therefore The fecond t 


; ie. That itis théminde and will of our God, that his people fhould 


his, which-we 


ke 


rare to haves thes 


webicular verfes; Pax/ exhorts bo papvon the whole armour of Godyebat 
to Withftand in the evil day;and having done all to fami. 
God his people fight, (as you MhalhAper 


by) ther re-to paepare te the 
with alk fj ut on their 


in the ais 


ons, Thou fore endure 


all Gods peop ple are 


battle, le, the Lord: wouldiftaye 
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‘if ever yon would come te heaven: 


fought-a good fight, have my henceforth ss 


laid up for me a 
Crown S051 Cor. tels ag, Hefought, with beafts: As. i 


he-wasa fouldier all hisdayes, fofeangs ever hrwamy to be inlighte.: 
So we come he who they: beithas. G Gods people. 
they, inult plot beidle and Jazysfor they are fow/diens. 
with.God ;. 2. with themfelves 31 wish. 
Beloved you fee here is enemies as wells friends to fighd withalland :. 
allthefe you muft overcomie, op elf you fall never enter intothe king-'; 


youmalt encuantér-withiGad fonhis gr 

mutt encounter with God for the making good.of all his 


Beloved the!Lord-hath made: rich and glorious promifesin,. 


esto you itp; to hig‘ Church in. general you». 
elile with.God farthd good of all hisjpromifes, and not; 
| Pe over your fuxit till he hathimade fernfalema m.the whole, 


floods of warers upon the 

as the Sup; seven times brig hirer glory. You gre\Gods fouldiers, : 
and muft encounters she making of thefa 
ae be -Ginds Remembtanccrs; put-God in mundo, and $ 


encounter with.God, you: 
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: 
lightened ; my eyes whichare {hut up, {Hall beopenad ; thatition: 
wilt plackdown the proud enemies hum, 
Secondly, you multicncou f 
Adofes knew well enc 
fore defined, Exod, 23: If 
that he. might not -% 
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vouchfafe me thy: 


counter with God for his et: 


overcome; you would-be 2 fouldier of Chritt. t 


thou fhouldft pluck aw 


gracious pretence: Happy IT may live friend 
hopeleife, be caft light Lord; let me 
‘have thy where: ever'Tgo; ifthe goeth not with'y for to 
preach, to pray, to‘hear, ll velo? He is the light of your eyes, 


the joy of your fouls, the trength of our hearts. mut youen- 
-Fhirdly 


MCIOUS 
you encounitér with the Lord for the gl 
of inthe face'of his $on, was that Paul bowed 

knee for that the’ Lord would his people: the glorious myfté- 

ries of efas Chritt: ‘Thus you im e the 1 of heaven for 

difcovery of himfelf in the face of hisSon. 

: “Secondly,you até'to encatinter ‘with your felves.;' malt 
ter with all your Own albyour ownunworthines;s 

with partsand abllities; and:iq.with your fins,ifany oF thefe ‘|e 

prevail, they take away yout tives, and you areundone forever. 
‘Firft, you mult encountet with your own righteoufnefle ; Every man 
hath ri ighteoufneffe of hisiown, which him to hea- 

oready to fay, Whoever periflieth, he thall be faved ; for he falts. 
praysyatid'fighs and prones Paul boalted of this,but wher he comes 

tobe ouldier of Jefas Chrift, 3. 

"Beloved; not look to 

‘to ourown works, ‘burof his fiee 


notaccordi 
heaven gates \with yout | Of prayers = 
forthe fake of thefe: Thisyoumnuft encounter with,and = 


pseu moult encounter with your T 
this; as was faid of David, Sam.189) bath’ * * 
— thousands. Take heed of conceits of yours 
out of heaven afwell as the former. 
“If once-you ‘have ont-finned Gods love, and that - 

wid Lard 'thertts‘mercie ‘for others, but hone for: 
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world, either t 
and Haman 
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ay is coming, 
wherein dwelleth ri 
now youdo, your hear 
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“Thirdly you mult 
many theufand fouls are undone by th & parts th: Lord beftow- 
eth God many times gives 4 manca gift, not fur himfelf,but 
for others: he thinks; may bejthat the Lord beltowed this gift n 
on him for’ the g6od of his particular perfon, when it = 
the benefit-of others. ‘Take heed of high s; Iam fure God hath © 
not dealt with allas he hath with me: This isthat which will fink your’: 
{onl to the bottomleffe it of: ‘hell + therefore labour to encounter with 
-own unworthi 
- Fourthly and laftly; isthe hnin) encounter wich all’ 
your /fins, Here-is a hard heart, it muft be broken, or elfe it will brealc. 
thee all to pecces: Here isan. unbeleeving, an ignorant heart that feeth- 
no glory, no excellencie in Jefas Chrift ; this ignorant heart mult be en-_ 
' Here isa: defiled: ‘heart which muft be purged and wafhed in- 
the blood-of the Lord Jefus. If you would but look into your own hearts, 
there you fhould finde ‘work'to do furely thou wonuldeft 
not then fay as fome, I cannot tell how to fpend:my Is not there a- 
to be gotten out ? Look well about you.’ Beloved,you will finde you had- 
notime indeed, though you had many fcore of ‘hae iven you to purge: 
fouls from that roffe, filth,and corrupti upon them. 
Thirdly, yow are to encounter with there are four’ 
pr in it, which deftroyeth three parts of the men of it; the aan 
the honours, the afflictions of jit ; thefe tand:in the way as fo. 
bes. armed men : If the pléafiwes catch thee not, it isa thoufand to one: 
but theriches doth; if the riches doth not, it isa thoufand toone but the — 
honours doth ;) if: the honours doth it isa thenfand to one butaffli- 
Bions do':'of :thefe I could divers initances.. 
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then are ye thriceshappywi Yorvtnay. fee im Rev 
angels. makes.war wathhe God, they put out 


them,yet you mult hold on ftill c and to Now: belor- 
to encounter with thefe ene-- 


you will-finde it ¢.hard peece 

_Miesof God, for his ordinances, Sacraments, Sabbaths,Scc, ifithey get the 
Upper hand;y onlofe uldiersof Jefus Chrifh, 
and. laltlys{becaufe we would haften to that which 

mufh encounter with chedevil himéelf, 

like aroarin Lyon fecking whom he may Tht 
1g} confiderable there; his. diligence 2a; his; power and | ferength; 
of temptations? There ig:his diligenges 
Seeking be may devoure; there'is his malice and cruelty, he 
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kindeoferee- 


yen een yer 
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whist 
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fires nothing. but your blotid. Thefeare the enemies you are to-encouns 
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would noc go downto nor He fter vo intothe ae? 
‘Ring pray fiteher you multtelbhim youkpewthe Church iva moftla- 
"ahentable condition; the enemies perfued theinyand was'evenatitheir 
Sea Modtieains on the fides of them yetithen 
_.theLord faved hispeople, 
¥ou smut cell the what he hath done for England at vine, 


paffed us round .a- 
ut, tid how'by 4 mighty hand and‘ out-ftretched arme herefened us: 
be thefecond weapon youtake uptofightapamft your enemies, 
the third weap fs 
ious thing 
into't hy:hancbanct heart; itswill cate thee: 
the worft'cimesthon canft meet withal,aind make: 
Prophet, Heb.3. Though the fig-tree foould not blo 
| fruit belefrinthavine though thelakour of the Olive fhoul faite, 
elds not -yecld their incrchfe, yer will I rejoyce in the Lord; and joy 
id of Faith’-will cafe’ foule'to rejoyceinthe — 
worlt dives Faith'wilb-inable thee to fee Gods lovethe fame inevery 
| *  ‘eondition; Faith-will comfort the=in all chy 
the Son when thowartfick, as wh enthowart well ; “when thowart-zich, 
| hioware poor’ when thoa art inthe dungeon; aswhenthomart = 
‘Faith willbcaufe thee to-Jay hold on'that which God‘hathpro- 
unifed, avific werealready performed. Abraham defiredio° fer myrday, 
thy and Was glad, Babylon ws fallen; fallen. Hee commethito | 
Daniel underftdod books, t Captivity = 


the Church of God: If 
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hea rttolbe in: 
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hisenemies the day. 
“Inthedatt place, you: 


“done wonderfull things with Go 


_ which caufed the: prifon- dores to flye open, & ‘all the chains which Peter 
was bound withalito be unloofed, Aé.12 this {pint of:prayer wil draw 
your hearts into the bofome of this; {pirit PEAY SE will 
—anlocke the and let in, this’ 
s¢auféthe God of-heaven to hear! 


hae heard the.cryes of my peopleya 
This {pirit of prayer will canfe thy 


£ 


¢ weapor syou mulbsufes | 
thew you how you mutt fight, a manmay. have 
ibe well. weapor od, yet 1f hee-have not ski 


sbundanesof ftrength 

“Jofehishife ; therefore I will tell you 
cami, fir you mult fight with them,not nemi 
at as they are God$ enemies and ftrikeat Gods: too 


wal 


ve the {pirit of prayer, this be beloved: hath 
10 
overcome them, with: the Devils, to overcome them ; this is,¢hat 


{pirit of ‘prayer will do wonder chings, faiththe Lord, 
ry heart to break in. peices, thy 
troubles 


how to fight if | 


in owne they will be: fachand 
‘Geds-caule 


ure bundred men Was lithe hope: then, 
with him, and would pot let him: d without: 2: 1g. 
next: w t you mufttake up muit bee the ri eof 
i Jefus Chrift: Paton thiscaote ofmayle, and the {words point of your 
: get thi you, and you need not to fear thous 
3 enemies cannot enter; get upon ‘ VOUNC™ ear 
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"to Lo (e all that he hath for Iefus Chrift, none of lis fouldier. 
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oneoft 


fomething, therefore looke no further. 


a i feeft the life and blond of all thy finnes run out before thee. 


| 


The. rituall ‘Warfare. 
‘enemies is left ‘Beloved, many men: feem tobe 
rit they gird their weapons atour them=comr: agioully, they ar 
_-yery bifie in the work of God, for an honr,or aday ortwo: betvech: she? 
Lord to enlighten their blinde ¢ to break their hard: hearts, to purge 
their impure fouls ; but alas prefently they have. gotten 


Know a little leake will drown a whole thip, a litele tie burn a whole aa 
honfe, alittle finne deftroy the foul; one corruption; ifithow haft not a 
care, will open the dore and let in abundance, never give over untill thou a 


Thirdly, you muft reckon upon lofi fomething in this fight ; foul 
dier thar goeth forth to encounter his’ enemies is fixe his 
= thy name may be loit,thy credit and eftimatiomamongft the — 

the world liberty and may be, th too; well, 
it matters not, thou upon a better end, nor ina 
better fervice than that refolve to lofe fomething, if 
ever thou lookeft to be a fouldier of Jefus Chrift. Did you ever readeiin 
_ the Book of God that any of his fouldiers returned from the battell, but 
one time or. other.they loft fomething? Many timesthey have loft their 
their friends, theix liberties, their eftates ; And he that not 


Inthe next place you mult be fure to fight with patience, happily thou 
been interceding at heaven gates many that the Lord 
difcover himfelfe to thee in his Son, fhew the way wherein thou 
Shouldft walk; it ma be thou halt bin there a for a poor wife, 
fora poor husband, i, fora poor child,fora fervant, and yetthe Lord 
hath not anfwered thee : hough 2 yer fti wick David, to 
bearken What'the Lord will fay ; forfarely he willdoe it : Lord Ihave 


called upon thee to avenge thy Jelfe upo Setup 
= for heart-breaking, but thou 
hard heart, the light thy countenance is taken away from — 
|) me, I hall at length fee. y the Lord will doe this for me. bl 
Now we come to the Ufes for want of time, I fhall name but three. a 


an ufe of Inftruction; an of Examination;and thirdly, 
anufe of Excitation. 
Firft, an ufe of Inftrudtion, i it teacheth us thefe things, firlt of allbelo- 


ved, that i it isnot fo eafie a thing to go to heaven, as men fuppufe, ifyou | — aa 
Chrifts fonldiers, you muft encounter with God, with your felves, 


witht with men, nih the Divell 
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_ mies. Beloved) the Lord hall fearfe be faved, 
Where then fhall the Wicked appear ? Uf after all their wreftlings 
pers get into heaven, what thinke you of them that have {pent no 
in performance of holy dutyes ; could yowbut come to the 
of fel haw early they are up, and how late 
goto bed,fure then you woul perfwaded it Was;not 
togotoheaven. 
Secondly, it teacheth us: who is li 
* inewil times, if you fhould fee your felves compaffed round about with — 
~ enemies; before you, behinde you,/who do you think was likelieftito do 
~ yougood, a company of lamemert, bfinde men, ‘are thefe fittodo you 
fervice? Beloved, there isnone fitto do God fervice, but thefe fouldiers 
of ‘Chriflt, that have armour of proof upon thein, thefe are they that will 
do the greatelt exploits.for God ; there poor marin the City, 
heby his wifdom delivered it. We may what will 
of England, Germany had but afew, Ireland 
rc hath thoufand of thoufands here 


h-we are betet many 
ey are 


us, 
God. That isthe reafonst 
Aye befor the face off Gods people, 


Jefus Chrift If Cabinets; which if fick, could 
Happih 


ing, committi 
God for 
forthe wi 


the father: for'tl 
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uf fhew« 


they cay 


"thirdly, it it teacheth us whom te prize and loye molt the fouildiersof 


to.doe the belt fervice for God q 
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fo Ud verily beleevethey hadidwelt and livedthere, 
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where you dwell in the bed whee over thefad 
fiach poor fouls. Firkk, they tatoo nt Cail, 

cannot be fouldiers, unleffe-you.know your-captain 
I there is but few knows him. Inthe world 
kinde of a Relative knowledgy, asonethat hath neverbeenin 
read of f che fituation of the place,how 
fick and fycha Noblettans 


pet 
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can talkexcelleptly of God haye fuch admairable 
and parts, that you would:think, if there were a ¢ ly maninthe 
he wasene when alas hehath gotten nothiig eh but.a Relative 
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while, Firlt of all, they thatknow Chrift; will fully 
bm; Dot chou fy thou Jets Chit what iethe 
then there is fuch amazeggents and troubles feizc on thy fpirie ? ft 
Chrift, thou knoweft:him to be wifdom, righteonthefe, 
redemptions him te bewGedthe 
all his.promifes. What isthereatonof thofe blafphemous 
have? They think ehereisno mercie inheavenfor § 
them... What, wilt thou be faved by chy own 
You mult know, Jefys 
_ And then again, 


al 


: 55.00 
do apy wil ce 
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Thisismy onely fon, 
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Secondly, they. are not the foaldie 


youm mutt to them, Ger thee mée Satan.” Paul; “when hee 
u ‘to Jerufalem, th at him he muft b¢‘bontid there ; Ob, 
- faith Paul, Why do you Weep tk my heart ?:I am not on ady to be 


bound, but to di for 

have your wife.weep, ‘and defire' you not to-go on in fuch courfe, for st. 
will! be the way to to lofe my 

ehtafestny liberty,yeasmy life For eft Chrites That is the particu 


fiers of Jefus Chrift that take up 
of rebellionyand fight againfhim + You mutt either be the fervarits. 
Chrift,or not:be the fervants of the fouldtérs of Chrift; or not 
the fouldiers of Chrift. Now fach astake uj ‘weapons atid fight 
be fouldiers of Jefus Chrift:' Why, yout 


you do not fight againft Geds ped ale and his ‘ordinances ? "Why, what 
dof thou fight then? O take heed,you deceive not your own, fouls. 


Vhat isthe reafon thou cantt: 2 inkard, fach whore-malter 
Che hteft the people of God?-Int now 
pearyou fe jat oppofitions there inthe world, 
esofiholineffe, bar if no beau fhined our 
#yell of it. Confider that asthefe 
fouldiers of Jefus Chrift, that fight again{t his ordinance, his peo- 

F Theoes Ufe isan ufe of Excitation (though there was miore things in 
theother ufe, which for want of time I have omitted) there is twobrin- 
ches.in it;:we thal {peak a word of two to thofe that are Gods fouldiers, 
and then again tothem that have not as yet entred into this l war- 
fare, Firlt for them that are Chrifts fouldiers, Jetime entreat to pre 
pare for a battel,for a skirmith,whi¢h you wil furely' meet Withall. Belo- 
ved, sthereisa day of death « comusing, this wil ceftainly cote, dayof 
tettainly comes you cannot, if youhave 
and | e there is a cloud'gathered to- 


thy honour, to fave thy eftate, ty wealth, thy life; 
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her.as.t mans hand ,now quICKIy. It may Cover the heavens none | 
inoweth.: The:Lond hath told the laft dayes there fhall'be terrible 
aa mever, cloved, not alread ive the 
to not Gal re of the 
of 2 When-yeu think the ftorme is blowne 
a deft in every man may fit-under his Vine; 1 


fore thé fight away again. Therefore, Beloved. let me entreat 
7) youto eae of thefe few things. Know this, you mutt ot lofe 
ys your lives,there'is a neceffity of it ; you are to encounter with God, with‘ 
your felvés, with the world, with your énemies,and with the Devil 
7 Fae: if Jou. overcome not theft, you lofe your lives, ‘This very con- 
ae fideratio will put life and ftrength into the knee’ coward, if he fecth 
| > thete is nigway’ to efcape, then hé'will gather up his fpitits about him. . 
_— Beloved, Fbefeech you to confider it : Do you not perceive how we are 
with enemies fpittuall and temporall? have you 
enemiesin y our ownt hearts do not know what they may do if 
opt inity into their finds the husband may betray the wife,the 
er may the fon, the fervant that eateth at his malters 
ina him. ‘The Eordtels' us, that mans enemies foould bee 
thofe of own houfe. Do you not perceive how you are fet about with 
' ‘thete isa proud heart to be humbled, a ftubborne ‘will ‘to be 
 fabdued, difordeted affections to be rectified; all thefe feek to let out the © 
yout fouiles. Let this move you to takexmto your felves the righte- 
bttfiieffe of Chrift,the {pirit of prayer,the fhield ot a holy and god- 
ly fifetu encounter the defperat enemies ofGod. 
"Secondly, confider this, who will accompany you in this: glorious 
a fight ? if you were to go to encounter with God alone, ‘wi owne 
hearts, with the world, with the enemies of God, with the devil alone; 
_. truly then little hope : : But confider who leads yout forth, you have God, ' 
Chrilt, you‘have the Spirit, you have the promifes; you 
& you haved panies all the Saints on your fides. O'then 
beloved, let this encourage you to goe'to God forall you want or ftand 
in need of, this may put life in you. What faith David, 
Mine entmite affed me round about like Bees, but in the name of Goh 
Wilh I deftroy when thon art 
temporall, iritualk enemies ; t witha: 
al, sin name, in the wifdome of thy God’; thou 
h withthe help of athe Angel Think yer Chai 
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q Thirdly, to provoke you further; confider whole you — 
sis that which puts life into a fouldier ; you that have money, 


i. + runin-with them, fec if they will dgany good. Let that I befeech you 
yout tc thee of the Lord, Nay again, confider 
have,’ a man might have lived when he could not have 


for Chrift. Now God calleth ur 


enid in ayde and help, to figh 


but 


q Lord you out before many others. 


battel, is for felves ; ; peat this pluck up 


his tuldiers, and tell 
fhall be would not this put life-in the {c 
rejoyce with him. God faithshe 
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will one. day Bring im his account,& fhew thee how, 
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us ¢ I bef ou heark 
YQUDever had a.being, to bea) ebell from: birth.to death 
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fervant am I, whofe work of fit 
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their father, you are of your father the devil, for fis works yorrdo. Hf 
‘if Chrift, think upon it,what a {ad thing it is to be a fouldier of the dévil. 


Secondly confider who it is 


Indictment 

here i that fot 

fake'away miy |i 
oth that thou fhouldelt do an 
what will he fay to thee, fach a time thoti li 


hasband, thy wife, thy children ? Lord 


when fuch and fucha 


wete'a thoufand times better for thet, that thy tongue fhould fall out. 
of thy thouth, then that évet thon be knéwne to 


aghinift God. 
the 


w'fad thing 
others; this Chrift took notice of in the Scribes and Pharife 
key of ‘knowledge, 


Would; toentér, 


he {trive not 


Thirdly, cotifider what thon muft have for'thy worke, thouthat wilt 


not be broken off froth thy 
nahices, what doelt' thinke 
thofe that {erve him, and like wife for thofe chat erve hish 


of Gods , pohiting his ordi- 


ride, riches wall male thy heatt bleed to think of. My. 
tendet hearted wife,and 


wok it your 


+ SFeitids; 
youtr hearts ake withit; y 


if you 


pay ?. Beloved, I befeech you confider it; you cannot ferve tito MA 
fters; Thé Lord Chrift tothem that faid they had Abrabamte 


we are the fervants of Chrift, wé will fight in the caute of 


you fight againit if you be fouldiets of the 
againft efus Chrift; and what a fad thing wil it be 
ing in a Bil of Indiftrhent againit you, the Saints Billof 


mall my dayes,did what lay in his power 
“liberty it 2 thoufand times better thy hand 
any thing againft the Lord; . 


thing difhoriout was pit out aint me, and hére is thy Handto it... 


ke a word 
Chrift-and his cauft; take heed that thoi beeft not fighter 
Hap pily the wife may bill of Indiétmient 
to keep himfelf, but her ont of 
her fron the laces where fhe might edifie zit willbe _ 
té thy foul, that thot wilt go to nor finffer 
stharhad the 
and Would not enter hemfelves, nor Safer thife 
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faith God to many 


be, 


1° wherein have I wearied thee, teftifie againft me ? So arom 
man, What have I done to thee, that thow departeft from mee, and keepeft 
company With [uch vile wretches. Thus efus Chriftalfo, O Why Will you 
dye O boufe of I[rael ? turn unto me,m bloud fall. make you clean.Sothe. 
| Spirit faith, Come : and the Churcli of the living God faith, Come s the Me 
of Chrift wooe and befeech youto come sm: Never more 
be feen with a weapon againft Chrift. Thefe are glorious dayes that are 
acomming for the people of God, but Wo be to that man thar fefus Chrift 
foall find perfecuting his Church: Qrthe wretched eftate of fuch a crea-. 


cantt not but confefle thatthon 
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halt beema fighter againft God all thy dayes,; if now thou wilt come in 
lay downe thy weapons, thou fhalt have as kind entertainment of 
_ God, as thofe that have his this forty years, e4brabam, Ifaack_ and i 
- Jacob thall not be more beloved of God, thanthou fhalt be. Thisoften 4 
troubleth a poor child, when it hath donethat whichis contrarytothe § 
=  — parents will, it will not come in their fight, it is afraid ofthe frownesof = 
 thefather. Ofearenot, the more’ polluted thou art, the more willthe 
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Lord weep over thee,he runs to meet a prodigall you do not Know a 
~what feaitsthe Lord will make in‘heaven at your converfion ; you {hall 
your name written in the book of life. Me thinkes this fhould move 
you tocome in and clofe with the Lord Jefus : donot conceive that you 
ai find entertainment, for you fhall be as welcome.asany:Nay,and 
letmetell you, the Lord will haves thonfandtimes moreglory by you, 
© _ than by the civil man. Happily you have a neighbour that hath never bin 
 knewnto {wear anoath,to tel alye,the Lord wil haye twice more glory 
by you, than by fuch a one, if he fhould come in. Confider alfo what good 
tht mailt do to poor enemies, P4a/ intimates fo,much,] knew aman in 
Pa wa Chrift about 14, yeares.agoy he wil not name you who he is for feare of 
vain glory yet he tels you. by and by, Paul a perfecutor.O beloved,how 
wilGods people be encouraged, yea,the enemies.of God,when they thal 
fee fuch a vile perfecutor as to come into JefusChrit: Suchaone 
as Mary Megdalento,comé in to Chrift,this muft needs be a mighty 
But to conclude all, if thou doft not come and prefently 
lay down thy weapons, the. time will be palt, dnd as the tree falleth.fost 
rhe commeth When mau cannot work, ThereforeI befeechyou 
| .dsydown the weapons of your religion, defer not I befeech you, faynot |: | 
| « Ewilldoit tomorrow, the next day,or the third day,no do it prefently; | 
donot fay I wil it When I come home,but now whilft youfitinyour 
refolve to lay down your ns, & Come to Jefus Chrilt; Many 
inltmuctions might have binidelivered, 
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